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Dear Friends: November, 2007

Once again the year is coming to an end and it is time to send our wishes for a very happy Christmas
and coming New Year. It is always hard to believe the year is finished again, but time does fly - - and,
as I've been told, flies even faster as you age. Of course, living with all these teenaged girls keeps
me young, so | don'’t plan on aging.

| arrived back in Honduras just over a week ago from my trip to Canada, and what a full week it has
been. | arrived just in time to help put the finishing touches on our graduation ceremony here at the
Center.

Last Friday night was the big night with approximately
125 people filling, or should | say over-filling, the
Center. There were people sitting in the living room,
the dining room, the kitchen, and outside on the porch
peering in through the windows. There were many
who could only hear what was going on during the
ceremony. It was an exciting night! Our girls looked
beautiful in their gowns, the grads in white with the
first-year girls in blue. | was so proud of how they
looked, especially remembering that each girl had
made her own dress. As each girl entered and was
presented to the audience, you could see the joy and
pride in her face. One of the girls, Yeni, was so
excited she nearly fainted. This is probably the only
time in their lives that they will be the center of all this
attention, and they deserve it.

We were pleased to be able to offer scholarships to 4 of our
graduates, Jocelyn, Dania, Isis, and Sunilda, so they can
continue on to high school. This is because many of you have
contributed to our scholarship fund. Thank you.



We have also been blessed by the presence of four friends from Canada, Bob, Jack, Clinton, and
Theo, who arrived to help with the upkeep of the building. What a help they have been, repairing and
getting things in shape for next years girls. Keeping the building in running order can at times be a bit
overwhelming for us but having these willing workers here to help with plumbing, painting, and
carpentry repairs has made our job a lot easier. | can use a drill to hang pictures but that's about
where my carpentry skills end. I'm definitely not great with broken pipes, although | have been known
to try to wrap a bandage around a water leak - - to no avail.

My trip to Canada was special and | have to admit very necessary. Before | left Honduras last July,
although | hated to admit it, | was totally exhausted. | hadn't had a break since before the
construction of our Center was finished, 3 % years ago. The last time | was home on furlough we
were filling the container with supplies for the construction. Since that time we have had 3 classes
pass through the Center.

No one likes to admit they need a break, but I'm thankful that there were people here to remind me
that | am human and also that I'm not indispensable. While | was away, Ruth North and Jean Turner
along with Erica oversaw the running of the Center. | am so thankful for their help, and their
willingness to take the time away from their families and lives in Canada to pitch in here to take care
of our girls. They had an interesting time between hurricanes and transportation strikes, all part of life
in Central America, but everyone coped and the girls managed to complete all of their classes. While
they were dealing with things here, | was fortunate to be able to stay with my sister and brother-in-law,
Sandy and Bob Morley, in Victoria and recoup, while visiting various groups and churches that are
supporting our ministry. There is nothing like cuddling a beautiful little one-year old to help you relax.
Quite a change from teenaged girls!

| am already planning for next-years classes, taking hames for the classes, preparing class work, and
arranging for teachers. We will be beginning our classes again in February 2008 and we know it will
be another exciting year.

| was able to visit with many of you while | was in Canada, unfortunately | didn’t see you all, which |
regret. | do want to thank each and every one of you for being there for our ministry and for me
personally when we needed you. Thank you for being so faithful. Thank you for your prayers.

My prayer for you is that you will have a special Christmas season, and that you will experience the
love of our Saviour in a very personal way this year. He is more than just a baby in a manger; He is
Someone who loves you and cares for you.

May you experience His love and peace in your life.

Sharon Francis

“This will be a sign to you: You will find a balyrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddealgreat
company of the heavenly host appeared with thelapgesing God and saying, “Glory to God in theghiest,
and on earth PEACE men on whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:12-14MNI

“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you... ridbdlet your hearts be troubled and do not be idfra
John 14:27



